The Medicare Current Beneficiary Sur vey (MCBS) contains a vast amount of information about the Medicare popula tion. Common characteristics such as demographic, health status, and utilization of various services are included in the survey as well as other less known information. This highlight will look into the use of computers and Internet service by the Medicare population over time using data from 1998-2005 Access to Care Files. Demographic characteristics of the Medi care population who use the computer and Internet will also be examined using MCBS data.
With the abundance of heath-related information available on the Internet, it is interesting to see how much of it is being utilized by the Medicare population. • The percent of beneficiaries who reported having used the Internet or other online services increased from 15 percent in 1998 to 42 percent in 2005. • In 2005, those who reported having a computer in home or used the Internet, the distributions of males (49 percent), and 51 percent of females are almost identical.
• A slightly higher percent of males (53 percent) than females (47 percent) visited Medicare's Web site for information. • Beneficiaries in the age group 65-74 comprised the largest group of computer and Internet users (approximately 52 percent).
• The second largest group of computer users was the age group 75-84 (approximately 27 percent). • Those beneficiaries with a college degree were the largest group of internet users (34 percent). They were twice as likely to have a computer in their home as those without a high school diploma (31 versus 15 percent).
• Beneficiaries who were high school graduates were more likely to have a computer and internet than those beneficiaries with vocational/technical training and those with some college education (27, 8, and 20 percent, respectively) .
